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Why did the women bring more spices and ointments?

Now one of the questions that I had is that why did the women go to the tomb in the first place and why did they bring more spices and ointments when Joseph of Aremethea already provided 120 lbs of spices (which probably included Aloes to wash the blood from the body)? Well I am still researching this topic but I asked my wife and I think she gave me part of the answer. I asked her, “Why did the women bring more spices and ointments when Joseph had already provided 120 lbs of spices?” She said, “Oh, that’s easy, the women just didn’t think the men did a good job!” (Ha! Ha!)

Well she is on to something. We do know that Jesus died around 3PM and then Joseph and other prominent Jews had to go and ask Pilate for his body, the Centurion had to go and verify that Jesus was indeed dead as requested by Pilate, then Joseph along with Nicodemus and other men went and took down the body from the cross, wrapped it and carried it to the tomb. Now fortunately the tomb was nearby. But all of this activity took some time. It must have already been 5PM or later in the afternoon and the sun would set that day before 7PM. So the men may not have had enough time to properly wash and anoint the body. It seems like they may have at least cleaned the body to some extent, then wrapped the body in new linen sheets and left the spices in the tomb as a gesture of respect and to overcome the smell of death which would emanate from the tomb - the smell would continue to emanate from the tomb - over the next several days and weeks a body rotted - even from a tomb sealed by a rock. Wrapping the body in linen also helped to seal in the odor and to prevent rodents from gnawing at the body and the large rock sealed the tomb from large animals and scavenger birds.

Women preparing the spices and ointments.

It is interesting that Luke 24:1, mentions that the women were bringing the spices and the ointments that they had prepared. This simple statement gave me a picture of what the women were doing during the terrible days while all the disciples were in hiding and while they had to wait 2 days for the two Sabbaths to be over with, the Passover Sabbath and the weekly Saturday Sabbath.

So I can imagine from this simply sentence by Luke that the women were trying to keep themselves busy. You know that we all do this sometime during stress. We will do routine activities to help keep us from going crazy from grief, sadness and depression. You know how some women will clean the house during stress so they have something to do with themselves, something to do with their hands. These women were probably crying and wailing for days.  I am sure all these women were highly distraught not only from the death of Jesus but by having witness His horrible crucifixion. I wonder how any of the disciples got any rest; certainly no one slept very well. So the women were keeping themselves busy preparing the spices and ointments.
So I can just imagine the women talking amongst themselves - what can we do. The burial of Jesus was rushed. I don’t think the men had time to wash and anoint his body. They just wrapped it and put down the spices and left. Now the women had indeed observed Joseph and Nicodemus and other men bury the body of Jesus (see Matthew 27:61). So they knew where the tomb was. However when they were observing Jesus being put in the tomb, they were at a distance so they may not have observed exactly how well the men prepared body of Jesus. But from the short descriptions in the Bible accounts, the men wrapped the body and laid it in the tomb and [apparently] left the spices there in the tomb.

So I can imagine the women talking and planning and saying to each other, “Let's go to the tomb on Sunday morning as soon as we can and wash and anoint the body of Jesus.” So during their days of mourning, the women busied themselves preparing spices and ointments.

There was another reason that I can think of for why the women wanted to visit the tomb and anoint the body. Since Jesus was crucified, they did not have the opportunity of holding his body, of crying and wailing over his body like it was and still is the custom in that culture. And they wanted to do very personal; something to honor Jesus and to help them achieve "closure" on the death of Jesus.
And you know in our own time, when there is a funeral for a person, there is usually a viewing with an open casket so that there is an opportunity to view the body for the last time - at least for relatives and close friends. Many times relatives and close friends sometimes cannot believe or accept that a loved one has died so they need they need to see the dead body themselves. And I can understand how many close relatives, especially women, would want to still hug and cherish the body of the person they loved as if they could still give comfort to that person.
[And I understand that in some states, once the casket is locked, it cannot be opened again without a court order and some caskets are designed so that once they are locked, there are no keys. It cannot be open without breaking into the casket.]

So it's for that reason also that the women wanted to visit the tomb as soon as they could and wash and anoint the body and to hug and cry over it.

Now my wife asked me, how can they wash the body, won’t they have to bring soap and water.

No I said, oils are very effective in cleaning a body. My brother-in-law was an expert mechanic and I was having a hard time washing my hands after working on my car one day and he told me to use some clean engine oil on my hands which would absorb and loosen the grime on my hands. It's not the best thing for your hands since the engine oil contains chemicals that can be absorb through your skin but one can use cooking oil or hand cream to help get the grime off of your hands. Also my brother-in-law told me in the future before I started to work on a car to use those hand products that prevent grime from adhering to hands and to prevent grime from being absorbed by your skin. He also advised me to wear gloves whenever I could.

So the women could have used the oily ointments to clean the body. And while Joseph had provided 120 lbs of spices, I am sure the women want to come and offer their own sweet spices as a gift to their Jesus who had been crucified.

For me, that adequately answers the question whey the women brought additional spices and ointments to the tomb. I hope you find it an adequate answer also.




