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Which women came to the tomb?

Now notice that Mark mentions that Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James came to the tomb. The Gospel of John only mentions Mary Magdalene. Luke says that a group of women came to the tomb and Matthew only mentions by name Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. Also none of the Gospels mention Joanna at first but later Luke 24:10 mentions that Joanna had also gone to the tomb that morning. Hence while we do not know the exact number of women who went to the tomb early on Sunday morning, we do know it was a group of women, four of which are identified by name.

The differences in which women are identified should not bother us. All four Gospels claim that a group of women came to the tomb, and some of the prominent women are identified. Mary Magdalene in particular is mentioned because our Lord appeared to her first. Also Mary Magdalene was one of the leaders of the women and maybe it was her idea to go to the tomb in the first place. But it is obvious in reading/ all the resurrection accounts that a number of women went to the tomb on that Resurrection Sunday. And four prominent women are identified: Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna and the Mary who was the mother of James.




