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Resurrection: According To Mark

Let's review the Resurrection story/ as recorded in the Gospel of Mark. The Gospel of Mark/ has the shortest description of the Resurrection. The Gospel of Matthew/ has a longer description, Luke's description is longer still and John’s Gospel has the longest description of the Resurrection.

Mark was not an Apostle but he was one of the disciples of Jesus. Disciple means one of the followers of Jesus. Disciples were part of the larger group of people who gathered around Jesus and followed him at various times to different places. The size of this group varied from place to place and at different times.
When I was a baby Christian, I thought the four evangelists who wrote the four Gospels: Matthew, Mark,  Luke and John were all apostles of Jesus. No, only Matthew and John were one of the original twelve apostles. Luke was a doctor and a Mark was a young boy. He was either a pre-teen or a young teenager during the 3-year ministry of Jesus. 

While it is generally believed that Mark wrote down what Peter had witnessed  in his Gospel, we know that Mark himself witnessed many of the significant events during the last week, the Passion week, of Jesus. For example, we know that Mark was in the Garden of Gethsemane!  Lets listen to the arrest of Jesus, in the Gospel of Mark, and pay attention to the episode of a young man running away naked: Mark Chapter 14:51 just as Jesus was arrested and is being led away to the high priest:
[ ]

Notice that Mark continues to follow Jesus even after he is arrested. Did you noticed how close Mark was to Jesus. Mark was right behind Jesus when he was being taken away. [Also note how Peter ran away like all the other disciples, except that he then follows the guards at a distance. It is believed that both Peter and John went to the house of the retired High Priest.] Did Mark try, like Peter, to stop Jesus from getting arrested or was he simply getting in the way of the adults as young kids like to do. But in either case, the guards get annoyed that Mark is tagging along as they take Jesus so one of the guards grabs Mark and that is when Mark struggles out of the guard's grip and slips away without his linen clothes. Experts believe that Mark was from a rich family because he was wearing linen clothes.

Now most scholars are very confident/ that this young man who got into trouble with one of the guards and ran awake naked - was Mark himself. So it was Mark who was in the Garden of Gethsemane when Jesus was arrested. And there is a reasonable speculation by some biblical authorities that it was young Mark who witnessed and recorded what Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane. Mark probably did not drink as much wine as the apostles at the Passover meal and we all know how a teenager’s biological clock keeps them awake until way past midnight. One can easily picture young, energetic, inquisitive, pre-teen Mark snooping around, like a young Sherlock Holmes, asking questions and being a trouble maker. [In fact that is why he got in trouble with one of the guards who came to arrest Jesus.]
So I always enjoyed that down-to-earth, real-life story about Mark getting into trouble with the guards and running away naked. But Mark may not have been completely naked when he ran away. Jewish men generally wrapped a cloth around them covering their hips and covering their genitals. This cloth is called a me'yil [or kethoneth]. If a man was only wearing this piece of clothing, they would considered to be naked. So Mark probably ran away wearing only this piece of under clothing. 
It is interesting to note that we see this piece of under clothing, the me'yil, in most statues and pictures of Jesus on the Cross. However, Jesus was probably completed naked when he was on the cross because the Romans would do everything to humiliate and punish the people they crucified as well as to prove their domination of the people.
We say that ourselves, if we see our kids running around the house with just their underpants on, we would say, "Why are you running around the house naked, get some clothes on!"

Did you know that Mark was the nephew of Barnabas (see Col 4:10). Isn’t that interesting and that is one of the reasons, Barnabas took Mark on his missionary journeys. It is also believed that Barnabas was the sister of one of the Mary’s mentioned in the bible. So Mark’s mother was this Mary. It is also believed that it was in this Mary’s house where the Passover was celebrated by the Apostles of Jesus and where the Apostles were hiding after the crucifixion. This is also another indication that Mark came from a rich family because his mother Mary had a house big enough to accommodate most of the apostles including some women and other disciples. I think we sometimes have the impression that Jesus only hung around the poor people and the outcasts. No Jesus had followers from all walks of life.
So you see that Mark, Barnabas and that particular Mary were all related to each other and were early disciples and followers of Jesus. And I believe that Mark himself witnessed as a young boy many of the events he describes as well as recording all the information that Peter told him about - about what Jesus said and did.

With that background on Mark, let us now let's listen to the description of the Resurrection we find in the Gospel of Mark - Chapter 16:

[ ]
Which women came to the tomb?

Now notice that Mark mentions that Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary the mother of James came to the tomb. The Gospel of John only mentions Mary Magdalene. Luke says that a group of women came to the tomb and Matthew only mentions by name Mary Magdalene and the other Mary. Also none of the Gospels mention Joanna at first but later Luke 24:10 mentions that Joanna had also gone to the tomb that morning. Hence while we do not know the exact number of women who went to the tomb early on Sunday morning, we do know it was a group of women, four of which are identified by name.

The differences in which women are identified should not bother us. All four Gospels claim that a group of women came to the tomb, and some of the prominent women are identified. Mary Magdalene in particular is mentioned because our Lord appeared to her first. Also Mary Magdalene was one of the leaders of the women and maybe it was her idea to go to the tomb in the first place. But it is obvious in reading/ all the resurrection accounts that a number of women went to the tomb on that Resurrection Sunday. And four prominent women are identified: Mary Magdalene, Salome, Joanna and the Mary who was the mother of James.

Why did the women bring more spices and ointments?

Now one of the questions that I had is that why did the women go to the tomb in the first place and why did they bring more spices and ointments when Joseph of Aremethea already provided 120 lbs of spices (which probably included Aloes to wash the blood from the body)? Well I am still researching this topic but I asked my wife and I think she gave me part of the answer. I asked her, “Why did the women bring more spices and ointments when Joseph had already provided 120 lbs of spices?” She said, “Oh, that’s easy, the women just didn’t think the men did a good job!” (Ha! Ha!)

Well she is on to something. We do know that Jesus died around 3PM and then Joseph and other prominent Jews had to go and ask Pilate for his body, the Centurion had to go and verify that Jesus was indeed dead as requested by Pilate, then Joseph along with Nicodemus and other men went and took down the body from the cross, wrapped it and carried it to the tomb. Now fortunately the tomb was nearby. But all of this activity took some time. It must have already been 5PM or later in the afternoon and the sun would set that day before 7PM. So the men may not have had enough time to properly wash and anoint the body. It seems like they may have at least cleaned the body to some extent, then wrapped the body in new linen sheets and left the spices in the tomb as a gesture of respect and to overcome the smell of death which would emanate from the tomb - the smell would continue to emanate from the tomb - over the next several days and weeks a body rotted - even from a tomb sealed by a rock. Wrapping the body in linen also helped to seal in the odor and to prevent rodents from gnawing at the body and the large rock sealed the tomb from large animals and scavenger birds.

Women preparing the spices and ointments.

It is interesting that Luke 24:1, mentions that the women were bringing the spices and the ointments that they had prepared. This simple statement gave me a picture of what the women were doing during the terrible days while all the disciples were in hiding and while they had to wait 2 days for the two Sabbaths to be over with, the Passover Sabbath and the weekly Saturday Sabbath.

So I can imagine from this simply sentence by Luke that the women were trying to keep themselves busy. You know that we all do this sometime during stress. We will do routine activities to help keep us from going crazy from grief, sadness and depression. You know how some women will clean the house during stress so they have something to do with themselves, something to do with their hands. These women were probably crying and wailing for days.  I am sure all these women were highly distraught not only from the death of Jesus but by having witness His horrible crucifixion. I wonder how any of the disciples got any rest; certainly no one slept very well. So the women were keeping themselves busy preparing the spices and ointments.
So I can just imagine the women talking amongst themselves - what can we do. The burial of Jesus was rushed. I don’t think the men had time to wash and anoint his body. They just wrapped it and put down the spices and left. Now the women had indeed observed Joseph and Nicodemus and other men bury the body of Jesus (see Matthew 27:61). So they knew where the tomb was. However when they were observing Jesus being put in the tomb, they were at a distance so they may not have observed exactly how well the men prepared body of Jesus. But from the short descriptions in the Bible accounts, the men wrapped the body and laid it in the tomb and [apparently] left the spices there in the tomb.

So I can imagine the women talking and planning and saying to each other, “Let's go to the tomb on Sunday morning as soon as we can and wash and anoint the body of Jesus.” So during their days of mourning, the women busied themselves preparing spices and ointments.

There was another reason that I can think of for why the women wanted to visit the tomb and anoint the body. Since Jesus was crucified, they did not have the opportunity of holding his body, of crying and wailing over his body like it was and still is the custom in that culture. And they wanted to do very personal; something to honor Jesus and to help them achieve "closure" on the death of Jesus.
And you know in our own time, when there is a funeral for a person, there is usually a viewing with an open casket so that there is an opportunity to view the body for the last time - at least for relatives and close friends. Many times relatives and close friends sometimes cannot believe or accept that a loved one has died so they need they need to see the dead body themselves. And I can understand how many close relatives, especially women, would want to still hug and cherish the body of the person they loved as if they could still give comfort to that person.
[And I understand that in some states, once the casket is locked, it cannot be opened again without a court order and some caskets are designed so that once they are locked, there are no keys. It cannot be open without breaking into the casket.]

So it's for that reason also that the women wanted to visit the tomb as soon as they could and wash and anoint the body and to hug and cry over it.

Now my wife asked me, how can they wash the body, won’t they have to bring soap and water.

No I said, oils are very effective in cleaning a body. My brother-in-law was an expert mechanic and I was having a hard time washing my hands after working on my car one day and he told me to use some clean engine oil on my hands which would absorb and loosen the grime on my hands. It's not the best thing for your hands since the engine oil contains chemicals that can be absorb through your skin but one can use cooking oil or hand cream to help get the grime off of your hands. Also my brother-in-law told me in the future before I started to work on a car to use those hand products that prevent grime from adhering to hands and to prevent grime from being absorbed by your skin. He also advised me to wear gloves whenever I could.

So the women could have used the oily ointments to clean the body. And while Joseph had provided 120 lbs of spices, I am sure the women want to come and offer their own sweet spices as a gift to their Jesus who had been crucified.

For me, that adequately answers the question whey the women brought additional spices and ointments to the tomb. I hope you find it an adequate answer also.

When did the women start for the tomb and when did they arrive at the tomb?

Did you notice that Marks says the women went to the tomb “just after sunrise”, while John says “early while it was still dark” and Matthew “at dawn on the first day” and Luke says “very early in the morning”.

There is no conflict in these descriptions. On my broadcast last week, I covered this topic somewhat exhaustively and answered the question, “How dark was it when did the women arrive at the tomb.” I describe the scientific definition of sunrise and dawn and analyzed this topic. If you missed that broadcast, you can call me on 848-4674 and ask for a free CD copy of that broadcast or you can listen or download the broadcast from my website, JustCallMeJohnny.com.

[But here is a quick explanation, when Mark says they went to the tomb just after sunrise, he is explaining that they had arrived at the tomb just after sunrise. You may say the same thing yourself, you may tell your neighbors, this morning I went to Easter Sunday services at sunrise. Obviously you had to leave before sunrise to get to the church or to the beach for Easter Sunrise Services.]
But here is a quick summary, we know for sure that the women arrived at the tomb just a little after sunrise, and that the stone had already been moved away, the guards had already been scared off by the angle who move the stone and that Jesus had already risen at sunrise on that Resurrection Sunday. 

[One can even make the argument that Jesus could have risen at dawn also known as the morning twilight and still be considered to have risen on Sunday morning because dawn or morning twilight is considered part of the day just as evening twilight is considered part of the evening. But there is no need for such an argument. Jesus rose at sunrise on Sunday morning.]

Was there one or two angles at the tomb? How many angels were there?

(This discrepancy actually proves the truth of the Bible about the Resurrection!)

First do you notice that Mark describes the angel as a "young man" and Matthew says that "an angel" appeared to the women but Luke says that "two men whose clothes gleamed like lightening" appeared to the women. 
Well I think that the description of "two men whose clothes gleamed like lightning", whose clothes lit up the dark tomb is a pretty good description of an angel. Luke, being a doctor and a scientist, was trying to be careful in describing what the women saw. Most of the time that angels appear to men - they appear as men. That makes common sense. There appearance scares people enough even when they appear as men. Even so - such appearances are quite spectacular, "whose clothes gleamed like lightening" as Luke describes so we should not consider this a discrepancy in these accounts. Also describing an angel as a "young man" would also make sense because angels certainly would like innocent, strong, beautiful and healthy. But these definitively were messengers of God, they were angels whose clothes lit up the dark tomb.
Now Marks’ Gospel only mentions one angel inside the tomb who talks to the women, also Matthews’ Gospel only mentions one angle rolls back the stone and scares the guards away and talks to the women, Luke’s gospel mentions two men inside the tomb whose clothes gleamed like lightening and who talked to the women, and John’s Gospel does not mention the angels.

The quick answer is that there were at least two angels and there is nothing in the 4 gospels to contradict that statement that there were 2 angels. This small discrepancy is very easy to explain. Only one of the angels talked to the women in all Gospel accounts; hence, Mark and Matthew only mentions about the one angel in the tomb who talked with the women while Luke being thorough in his description of events mentions that there were two angels but only one spoke to the women.

[and Matthew only mentions the one angel on top of the stone who talked to the women.]
We do the same thing ourselves. If you and your wife met my wife and me down at the beach over the weekend and if I talked about my research on the resurrection, you may go back to work the next day and tell your fellow workers that you talked with Johnny about my research on the Resurrection. You may not even mention my wife who was also there at the beach. We only tend to mention who say what. We may not mention who else was there at the time.
Your wife on the other hand may call her friend and mentioned how she met me and my wife at the beach and how I talked about the Resurrection. 

And your wife may not even mention anything about you, her husband being there! So this is how we all describe events differently but we would cover the most important facts about who said what and what was said.

So that is the most simple and common sense answer to why Matthew and Mark only mention and quote the angel who spoke to the women at the tomb. There is no significant discrepancy here in the 4 gospels.
Actually this question about whether there was one or two angels, is one of the many discrepancies that strengthened my faith rather than weaken it. It just proved to me that the Bible is so honest and true; particularly about this most important event of the Resurrection. 

Let me explain, if these stories as reported by these 4 evangelists, Matthew, Mark, Luke and John were a conspiracy; if the Resurrection was a made-up story, then the story written down would be almost exactly the same.

Instead the Bible honestly and truthfully records the impressions and what each writer remembered and what each writer of the Gospel thought was important to report and write in his Gospel account.

Let me tell you about is a story about Solomon in the Catholic Bible but which is not in the Jewish Bible nor the Protestant Bible. But I like the story. There were lots of stories about Solomon’s wisdom that may or may not have originated with Solomon. This particular story is about a woman who was raped by two men in her garden. The case comes before Solomon and he does a very wise thing. After hearing the women’s story, Solomon does not begin to question the men together. Instead, he separates the men so that neither man knows what his partner in crime is saying nor does the woman. Solomon questions each man this way separately. By doing so he first notices that the stories they tell are exactly the same but when he starts questioning them about details, they are reluctant to answer and when they do, Solomon notices those discrepancies between the two men. When he then questions them together they cannot offer any plausible explanation for their discrepancies. Hence, Solomon proclaims that the woman is telling the truth and punishes the two men.

So it’s the same with the 4 stories about the resurrection, if they were too much alike, that would make me more suspicious than the natural differences we see in these accounts. Now if there was some major discrepancy that cannot be explain, then that would raise an alarm.

We should also be thankful that we have 4 versions of these important events not just one or two. Right! And we have seen that the Resurrection stories are not so similar that their story would be suspicious and yet on the other hand, there are no major discrepancies between the accounts. Instead we see how honest and truthful the Bible is.
All four Gospels report the story correctly in the important facts: a group of women visited the tomb early Resurrection Sunday, they found the stone rolled away, the tomb was empty and the angels told them that Jesus had risen and that they would all see him in Galilee and the most amazing event that risen Jesus appeared first to Mary Magdalene and then to the other women.
Let me also tell you a personal story. I grew up in the slums of a large city. I thank the Lord that I stayed out of major trouble while I was a teenager for many of my friends did not. Some died young, some were arrested and put in reformed school or prison depending on their age. I knew several of the local policemen; how I knew them is a another story sometime. But the older veteran police officers were people to be respected. From their training but primarily from their years of experience on the streets and handling all kinds of problems with people, they were very wise about human personalities and foibles. One thing that impressed me was their interrogation techniques. Many of them were either Italian or Irish Catholics so maybe they read this story about Solomon; because the veteran police officers would also make a point to separate the alleged criminals and also separate the witnesses and they would always question the criminals and witnesses separately. Now the policeman would keep everyone separated to reduce the tension but also to prevent everyone from knowing what questions they asked the criminals or the witnesses or what answers they received. By using such an interrogation techniques, the veteran police officers were amazing, they were almost always able to determine who was telling the truth and who was lying! Isn't that interesting.
The more I study the Bible I am amazed how truthful and honest it is. You can depend on it. "You can bet your life on it!" Now how about you? Have you come to the same conclusion? The resurrection of Jesus is a true story. It really happened! So repent of your sins and turn to the Messiah, who is God himself, who offers you his free gift of salvation which is the greatest gift of love you will ever receive. Do it today. 
Simply say. Lord save me. Lord Jesus I repent of my sins. I change my mind. I want to do what is right in your eyes oh Lord not in mine eyes. Forgive me and I forgive any and all who have hurt me because if you can love me so much as to forgive all my sins, then I am so willing and happy to forgive others. And let Your spirit infuse my soul to protect me from the Evil one and evil people and to encourage me and to help me discern how to live my life in a manner that is pleasing to you and to me. Thank you Lord.
[Music]

That concludes my program today about the Resurrection. If you have any questions or comments, call me on my answering machine at any time with your questions or comments or visit my website justcallmejohnny.com.

Thank you and have a good day.

The guards and the angel (only mentioned in Matthew)

The two men walking back to their home town of Emmaus (Mark and Luke)

Two additional appearances of Jesus are mentioned in the bible: Jesus later appeared to his brother James and then later to Paul on the road to Damascus.




